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As Senior Vice President, Global Toys and Publishing, Nickelodeon, Manuel Torres manages the world's 

number-one TV-based licensing business and handles the merchandising for Nickelodeon.   

 

Based in New York City, Torres oversees the global business operations and licensing partnerships for 

Nickelodeon’s toy, consumer electronic and publishing lines.  Torres aligns Nickelodeon’s activities to 

drive new business initiatives, leverage Viacom Media Networks’ global portfolio, and create innovative 

and safe product offerings in a variety of categories for global consumers.  

 

Currently, Torres manages the global master toy partnerships with the likes of Playmates Toys for the hit 

series Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, which was 2013’s number-one action figure property in the U.S.; 

Mattel for Nickelodeon’s billion dollar franchise, Dora the Explorer, Emmy Award-winning show, Bubble 

Guppies and the upcoming educational preschool series, Dora and Friends; and the LEGO Group for 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, among others.   

 

Previously, Torres was Senior Vice President, Nickelodeon Consumer Products and Viacom Media 

Networks Latin America, where he was responsible for directing licensing and merchandising activities for 

all programming properties and brands.  Torres established Viacom Media Networks Latin America 

Consumer Products Division out of Miami, which became the fastest growth business division, when he 

joined the company in 2004. Under Torres’ leadership, Backyardigans and Dora the Explorer became 

Fisher-Price’s fastest-growing preschool properties ever in Latin America and SpongeBob SquarePants 

garnered significant sustained growth.  

 

Prior to Nickelodeon, Torres served as General Manager of Warner Bros. Consumer Products in Mexico. , 

A native of Mexico with more than 20 years of experience in the Toy and Consumer Products Industries, 

Torres has also held sales, and marketing and trade marketing sales positions at Unilever Mexico and 

Mattel, Inc. in El Segundo, California. 

 

Torres has been recognized by the industry for his leadership and expertise, recently elected as a member of 

the Toy Industry Association, Inc. Board of Directors.  Torres is also a Member of the Tiger Team at the 

Breast Cancer Org., where he collaborates in a program to bring greater awareness of breast cancer 

prevention in young kids.  
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